
COLUMBIA MISSOURIANPage 4B — FRIDAY & SATURDAY, March 23-24, 2018

Rhode Island’s Hurley 
hired by UConn

Rhode Island basketball 
headcoach Dan Hurley has 
agreed to become the head 
coach at the University of 
Connecticut. He succeeds 
Kevin Ollie, who was fired 
this month.

UConn made the announce-
ment Thursday on Twitter.

Hurley was 113-82 in six 
seasons with the Rams, who 
went 26-8 this year before 
losing in the second round 
of the NCAA Tournament 
to Duke. It was the second 
straight trip to the tourna-
ment for the Rams, who won 
the regular-season Atlantic 
10 championship for the first 
time.

He takes over a program 
that won its fourth national 
championship in 2014 but has 
fallen on hard times recently. 
The Huskies went 14-18 this 
year in their second straight 
losing season.

Zlatan leaves United, 
heads to LA Galaxy

Sources with knowledge of 
the deal say Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic has signed a two-year 
contract with Major League 
Soccer to leave Manchester 
United and join the LA Gal-
axy.

The sources spoke to The 
Associated Press on the con-
dition of anonymity Thursday 
because the deal had not 
been announced. The agree-
ment was first reported by 
the Los Angeles Times.

The 36-year-old forward is 
Sweden’s career scoring lead-
er with 62 goals in 116 inter-
national appearances and 
is the first player to make 
Champions League appear-
ances for seven teams.

He left Paris Saint-Ger-
main for Manchester United 
ahead of the 2016-17 season 
but since injuring his right 
knee on April 20 last year 
has made just two starts and 
five substitute appearances, 
scoring his only goal Dec. 
20 against Bristol City in 
the League Cup. Manager 
Jose Mourinho has not used 
him since a Premier League 
match against Burnley on 
Dec. 26.

Giants send Pierre-Paul 
to Bucs for two picks

A person familiar with 
the deal says the New York 
Giants have traded defensive 
end Jason Pierre-Paul to the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers for 
two draft picks.

The person spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity Thursday 
because neither team has 
announced the deal that gets 
Tampa Bay the former first-
round draft pick whose career 
was interrupted by a fire-
works accident in 2015 that 
severely damaged his right 
hand.

The Giants will receive 
Tampa Bay’s third-round draft 
pick this season for Pierre-
Paul, who signed a four-year, 
$62 million deal a year ago. 
The teams will swap fourth-
round picks next year.

Pierre-Paul had 68 tackles, 
eight sacks and two forced 
fumbles last season. He had 58 
career sacks since being draft 
in the first round in 2010. He 
helped the Giants win a Super 
Bowl in the 2011 season.

Howard slapped with 
one-game suspension

Charlotte Hornets center 
Dwight Howard was been sus-
pended for Thursday’s game 
against Memphis after picking 
up his 16th technical foul this 
season.

The NBA announced the 
penalty Thursday, noting that 
league rules require an auto-
matic one-game suspension 
without pay for a player or 
coach who receives 16 techni-
cal fouls during a regular sea-
son. After hitting that thresh-
old, a player or coach will be 
suspended without pay auto-
matically for another game for 
every two additional technical 
fouls received during that reg-
ular season.

Howard picked up his most 
recent technical with 10:48 left 
in Wednesday’s 111-105 win 
against the Brooklyn Nets. 
That came as he finished with 
32 points and a franchise-re-
cord 30 rebounds, becoming 
just the eighth player in 
league history with a 30-30 
game.

—Associated Press

SPORTS BRIEFS

Minimum wage on 
the line for minor 
league baseball players 
The Associated Press

Minor league baseball 
players who make as little 
as $5,500 a season would be 
stripped of the protection of 
federal minimum wage laws 
under a provision in govern-
ment spending legislation 
expected to be approved by 
Congress this week.

The “Save America’s Pas-
time Act” is included on 
page 1,967 of the $1.3 trillion 
spending bill and appears to 
pre-empt a lawsuit filed four 
years ago in U.S. District 
Court in San Francisco by 
three players alleging Major 
League Baseball and its 
teams violate the Fair Labor 
Standards Act and state min-
imum wage and overtime 
requirements for a work 
week they estimated at 50-to-
60 hours.

The provision in the leg-
islation would exempt “any 
employee employed to play 
baseball who is compensated 
pursuant to a contract that 
provides for a weekly sala-
ry for services performed 
during the league’s champi-
onship season (but not spring 
training or the offseason) at 
a rate that is not less than a 
weekly salary equal to the 
minimum wage ... for a work-
week of 40 hours, irrespec-
tive of the number of hours 
the employee devotes to base-
ball related activities.”

The House approved the 
spending bill Thursday and 
the legislation appears likely 
to be approved by the Senate 
and signed by President Don-
ald Trump.

“Instead of going through 
the regular committee pro-
cess where it has a hearing, 
all of this was done in secret 
and a in a very rushed man-
ner,” Garrett Broshuis, the 
lawyer for the players, said 
Thursday. “It’s emblematic of 
how things are getting done 
in Washington these days, 
where the people with a lot of 
money are able to flex their 
political muscle and make a 
lot of contributions and get 

things done in secret that 
benefit only them.”

Major League Baseball 
spent $1.32 million on lob-
bying expenses in both 2016 
and 2017, up from $330,000 
in 2015, according to the non-
partisan Center for Respon-
sive Politics. MLB paid 
$400,000 each of those years 
to an outside firm, the Duber-
stein Group, which reported 
lobbying the House and Sen-
ate on the issue, as did MLB’s 
in-house lobbyist.

The language in the spend-
ing bill is nearly identical to 
a stand-alone bill introduced 
in 2016 by Republican Rep. 
Brett Guthrie of Kentucky 
and Democratic Rep. Cheri 
Bustos of Illinois. At the time, 
the pair said the exemption 
from minimum wage laws 
was necessary because with-
out it, minor leagues would 
have to make cuts that could 
imperil teams and hurt the 
economy in cities where they 
play.

While early selections in 
the annual draft of players 
residing in the United States, 
Canada and Puerto Rico, and 
top amateurs from the rest 
of the world can command 
signing bonuses as high as 
about $8 million under the 
current rules, monthly mini-
mum salaries for most play-
ers on minor league rosters 
are low: $1,100 at rookie ball 
and Class A, $1,500 at Dou-
ble-A and $2,150 at Triple-A. 
Players also receive a $25 per 
diem on the road and dinner 
at the ballpark following 
games.

Teams have spent just 
under $289 million on signing 
bonuses for last year’s ama-
teur draft picks and about 
$150 million on internation-
al amateurs in the signing 
period that started July 2. 
MLB calculates the average 
monthly salaries last year at 
$10,000 in Triple-A, $3,000 in 
Double-A, $1,600 at upper-lev-
el Class A and $1,300 at low-
er-level A-ball.

There’s no crying (or clocks) in baseball
BY HAL BOCK

The Associated Press

The proprietors of base-
ball, charged with the task 
of protecting and preserving 
the sport, insist on tinkering 
with it instead.

They keep fooling around 
with the game, changing the 
rules every so often, adding 
a designated hitter here, and 
a wild card team there. And 
now they have come up with 
the goofiest idea of all.

This season, every minor 
league game that is tied after 
nine innings will begin each 
extra inning with a runner 
on second base. This will be 
a better opportunity to break 
the tie so we can all go home.

That’s fine. It just isn’t 
baseball.

In baseball, runners are 
not awarded bases for no 
reason. They earn their way 
there. Not this season. Not 
in the minor leagues. Forget 
hits, runs and errors. Wel-
come to the baseball’s brave 
new world where we are in 
a hurry to get done with the 
game.

This is not new. It has been 
going on for some time. They 
insist on monkeying around 
with a sport that seemed 
awfully good in its original 
form.

It started with the desig-
nated hitter, a gimmick that 
turned a nine-player game 
into 10. Never mind that the 
DH leads to us having the 
World Series played with two 
sets of rules depending on 
whether games are played 
in American League parks, 
where the DH is embraced, 
or National League parks 
where it is dismissed. 
Doesn’t that make a lot of 
sense for the showcase event 
of the sport?

Oh, and speaking of the 
World Series, which once 
was a best-of-seven affair 
played in the shadows of 
October. Now, extended play-
offs require 11 or 12 wins to 
claim the championship of 
the summer game’s biggest 
stage, which often ends in 
the autumn chill of Novem-
ber.

And all of the games are 
played at night, decided 
when the next generation of 

fans are safely tucked away 
in their beds. No wonder kids 
play soccer instead.

Once, the World Series was 
the only time the leagues 
played each other. Now 
the lords of baseball have 
homogenized the sport with 
interleague games every day, 
removing the uniqueness of 
the Series.

Then there is the clever 
wild card scheme, a one-and-
done shootout, eliminating 
teams from the postseason 
if they lose a single game 
when they played 162 for 
that opportunity. A mistake 
here or there and a team that 
fought for one more chance 
at the postseason gets sent 
home in a heartbeat.

With analytics and algo-
rithms encroaching on the 
game, sooner or later, tech-
nology was sure to follow. So 
now, after complaining that 
games were taking too long, 
we have video replays and 
umpires huddling to debate 
their calls for what seems 
an eternity while both teams 
stand around waiting for a 
decision.

To make things move 

along, we now have the auto-
matic intentional walk. No 
need to throw four balls. Just 
take your base. That saves, 
oh, at least a minute or two 
each game, depending on 
how many walks are issued. 
Sometimes, there are none 
at all.

And now, they have come 
up with what might very well 
be the wackiest idea of all, 
an invitation to break ties as 
fast as possible.

In case you haven’t noticed, 
there is no clock in baseball. 
That’s part of the charm of 
the game. Basketball, foot-
ball and hockey are ruled 
by dwindling minutes and 
seconds. Baseball is a more 
leisurely, thoughtful activity, 
more cerebral. But in this 
hurry-up world, that’s just 
not good enough for the peo-
ple in charge.

Well, here’s a suggestion. 
Take a deep breath. Let the 
hitter step out of the batter’s 
box. Let the pitcher step back 
off the mound. Let them, con-
sider the circumstances. And 
let them do it without some 
runner on second base who 
got there because we can’t let 

this game go on forever.
Here’s a better idea. Take 

away a defensive player for 
each extra inning played. 
Pretty soon, there will be 
only a couple of defenders, 
inevitably a run will score 
and we can all go home. 
Or maybe play Home Run 
Derby to decide the issue. It 
would be all sorts of fun. It’s 
just not baseball.

Do the tinkerers under-
stand how annoying they 
are? They are messing 
around with a product that 
was perfect in its previous 
form. It could be again, if 
they would just leave it alone.

If the length of games 
is really an issue, there is 
another method which will 
limit the time spent in the 
ballpark considerably. The 
solution is simple. Set up a 
table at home plate with the 
two managers seated across 
from each other. Give them 
a set of dice and some neat 
spinners and they can decide 
the issue with a board game 
in an hour or so, just like 
kids did years ago.

BILL WIPPERT/The Associated Press

In this April 9, 2015, file photo, Rochester Red Wings pitcher Alex Meyer looks in for a signal as a 20-second 
pitch clock is used for the Triple-A baseball opener between the Buffalo Bisons and Rochester Red Wings, in 
Buffalo, N.Y. this season, every minor league game that is tied after nine innings will begin each extra inning 
with a runner on second base.

Tigers prep for SEC Championship
BY ADAM RECKAMP

sports@columbiamissourian.com

When the Missouri gym-
nastics team put up a sea-
son-high score of 196.925 and 
defeated Florida for the first 
time in program history, it 
was a monumental occasion 
for the Tigers. The win over 
the fifth-ranked Gators only 
came after an incredible per-
formance on the floor routine. 
Another solid showing on 
its best event will be key for 
Missouri at the Southeastern 
Conference Championship on 
Saturday in St. Louis.

Senior Kennedi Harris 
is expected to shine for the 
Tigers. Harris, who posted a 
team-high score of 9.950 on 
her floor routine during a Feb. 
9 meet against No. 3 LSU, has 
been the team’s most consis-
tent performer in the event 
throughout the season.

“We want our student-ath-
letes to be a little better when 
it comes to competition time 
versus what we see in prac-
tice,” Missouri coach Shannon 
Welker said. “Kennedi has 
been able to do that through-
out her career for us on a 
pretty consistent basis.”

Harris’ 9.950 would have 
tied for the top mark at last 
year’s SEC Championship, 
and the Tigers will need 
impressive routines such as 
that to compete with other 
SEC squads in St. Louis.

The only other MU athlete 
to post a 9.950 routine this 
season is junior Britney Ward, 
who has done so twice on 
beam.

The experience of Ward and 
Harris should give Missouri 
an advantage heading into 
the tournament. Only one 
gymnast from last year’s SEC 
Championship roster is no lon-
ger on the team.

“I think the experience we 
have on our team is really 
going to show, not just this 
weekend, but as we move 
into the postseason as well,” 
Welker said. “A lot of our 
competitors are juniors and 
seniors and they have a lot of 

experience over the years in 
these types of meets.”

While the Tigers are ranked 
No. 20 in the nation, they 
enter the SEC Championship 
ranked last in the conference, 
which speaks to the SEC’s 
depth in the sport. The league 
boasts eight ranked teams.

Although MU’s best 
score of the season (196.925 
against Florida) would have 
only placed fourth in last 
year’s SEC Championship, 
the Tigers’ performance at 
the event could affect their 

NCAA Regional Champion-
ships seeding.

If Missouri can improve 
to 18th in the nation in its 
regional qualifying score, a 
formula used to determine 
team ranking, it will receive a 
No. 3 seed in the NCAA Tour-
nament instead of a four seed. 
A high finish is important 
for MU, however, it might be 
advantageous for the Tigers to 
retain their current No. 4 seed. 
The four seed in the national 
event begins on bars, while 
the three seed begins on floor. 

Starting on the bars is typi-
cally considered to be a better 
opening event than floor.

“Our goal all year has been 
to be at our best down the 
stretch, and we’re kind of in 
the beginning of the stretch 
right now, so this is really 
where we are wanting to focus 
on being our best,” Welker 
said.

Missouri will compete in the 
first session of the SEC Cham-
pionship at 2 p.m. Saturday at 
Chaifetz Arena in St. Louis.

MADDIE DAVIS/Missourian

Kennedi Harris, center, celebrates after her floor routine as her teammates run to hug her during a March 2 
meet against Florida at the Hearnes Center. Missouri’s team score of 196.925 was its highest of the season.

MU GYMNASTICS

“I think the experience we have on our team is really 

going to show, not just this weekend, but as we move 

into the postseason as well.”

SHANNON WELKER
MU gymnastics coach


