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SPORTS

Schweizer 

wins sixth 

SEC title
BY JAKE SUTHERLIN
sports@columbiamissourian.com

Karissa Schweizer set a new 
conference-meet record as she 
powered to a sixth conference 
title Saturday at the SEC Cham-
pionships in College Station, 
Texas.

Schweizer finished the 3000-
meter event in 9:00:56 — not 
quite enough to match the colle-
giate record she set earlier this 
month, but 10.45 seconds faster 
than second-placed Jessica 
drop of Georgia.

Fellow Tiger Melissa Meng-
hini placed tenth in the race, 
finishing with a time of 9:44:64. 
Their male counterpart Marc 
dubrick finished ninth in the 
men’s 3000, while Chris Conrad 
finished tenth in the men’s 800.

Ja’Mari Ward led Missouri 
in field events, placing fifth in 
the men’s long jump, while Gabi 
Jacobs tallied an eighth-placed 
finish in the women’s shot put.

In the heptathlon, rauno 
Liitmae and Jason Edwards 
currently sit sixth and ninth, 
respectively, after four events. 
The final three events will take 
place Sunday.

Competition resumes at 2:30 
p.m Sunday, with coverage 
from 5 p.m. on SEC Network. 
Schweizer will vie for another 
victory when she competes in 
the distance medley relay at 
8:12 p.m.

No. 11 MU streaking into season finale
BY ERIC LEE
sports@columbiamissourian.com

With one game remaining in the 
regular season, the Missouri wom-
en’s basketball team is right where 
it would like to be.

The No. 11 Tigers are in the 
midst of a six-game winning streak 
and are 23-5, 11-4 in the Southeast-
ern Conference, good for fourth in 
the league standings, as Georgia 
holds the tiebreaker over Missouri. 
With a win in their final regu-
lar-season game, the Tigers would 
secure no worse than the No. 4 
seed in the conference tournament, 
giving them a double-bye.

That, however, will be no easy 
task, as Missouri travels to College 
Station, Texas, on Sunday to take on 
No. 17 Texas a&M for its regular 
season finale. The game is sched-
uled to tip off at 3 p.m., and will be 

broadcast on SEC Network.
The aggies are 21-8, 10-5 in the 

SEC, and boast one of the best 
offenses in the conference, scoring 
77.6 points per game on 45 percent 
shooting. Texas a&M has four 
players that average double-digit 
points, including freshman sensa-
tion Chennedy Carter. Carter aver-
ages 21.6 points per game, which is 
second best in the SEC and 11th in 
the nation.

Here are three things to watch in 
Sunday’s ranked matchup.

A&M’s Carter
It’s not enough to mention 

Chennedy Carter just once, she’s 
that good.

Carter is a bonafide scorer, as 
her average implies. The freshman 
guard has scored at least 30 points 
five times this season, including 

a 46-point performance in a 75-74 
win over uSC in mid-december.

But she can do more than score, 
too. Carter also leads Texas a&M 
in assists (4.7 per game) and steals 
(1.8 per game), staying true to her 
point guard role.

Missouri will have to slow Carter 
down to find success.

Red-hot Frericks
The age-old adage is that you 

want to be playing your best bas-
ketball at the end of the season. 
Jordan Frericks is doing just that.

Over Missouri’s six-game win-
ning streak, the redshirt senior 
is averaging 16.5 points and 7.7 
rebounds per game. Over that span, 
she is shooting 65 percent from the 
floor. In Thursday’s victory over 
Vanderbilt, Frericks nearly reg-
istered a triple-double, posting 16 

points, 12 boards and nine assists.
Look for the Tigers to try to get 

Frericks going early on Sunday.

Missouri’s 3-point shooting
along with Frericks’ stellar play 

over Missouri’s winning streak, 
the Tigers have been on fire from 
3-point land during the six-game 
stretch.

Missouri shot better than 45 per-
cent from downtown in four games 
and are shooting 41.4 percent from 
beyond the arc during the streak, 
nearly 3 percent higher than its 
38.6 percent clip for the season.

Texas a&M, meanwhile, holds 
opponents to 33 percent shooting 
from 3-point range. Something will 
have to give on Sunday.

Supervising editor is Jack radet-
ic: sports@columbiamissourian.
com, 882-5730.

GAME  

INFORMATION

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

No. 11 Missouri vs. No. 17 Texas 

A&M

When: Sunday, Feb. 25, 3 p.m.

Where: College Station, Texas

Watch: SEC Network

Listen: 100.5 FM, 105.1 FM, 

1580 AM; MUTigers.com

Rough night on road for Porter
BY ALEC LEWIS
sports@columbiamissourian.com

LEXINGTON, Ky — Jontay 
Porter stood on the left wing 
and yelled to his left. His knees 
were bent. His hands were 
exposed. He wanted the basket-
ball, and he wanted it badly.

It was not the freshman for-
ward’s night, though, so it was 
only fitting he did not receive it. 
Nor was it Missouri’s night, for 
that matter.

The Tigers were outmanned 
and outmatched against Ken-
tucky, and it showed in their 
87-66 loss. Missouri dropped its 
fifth and final Saturday road 
game of the year (it only played 
five), and its third straight 
game.

“What we lacked more than 
anything tonight was a level of 
toughness,” coach Cuonzo Mar-
tin said. “They set a tone.”

Prior to the game, the Tigers 
were all smiles.

For the first time since the 
season-opener against Iowa 
State back on Nov. 11, the fresh-
man Porter warmed up next to 
his older brother — yes, fresh-
man phenom Michael Porter Jr.

Shooting next to each in front 
of the student section termed 
the “Eruption Zone” inside 
rupp arena , both Porters ele-
vated for 3-pointers. Both spun 
into the lane and attempted 
shots off of the glass, too. after 
a trip back to the locker room 
and return to the court, though, 
only Jontay Porter took the 
court in uniform.

Simply put: He struggled.
“They made him defend,” 

Martin said postgame. “They 
made him play offense. They 
made him work on offense. 
They made him work to block 
him out so (he struggled 
because of) a lot of different 
things.”

JAMES CRISP/The Associated Press

Kentucky’s Wenyen Gabriel, right, and Missouri’s Jontay Porter vie for the ball during the 
first half of Saturday’s game in Lexington, Ky.

Lopsided loss in Lexington
BY WILL JARVIS
sports@columbiamissourian.com

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Three weeks 
ago, John Calipari sat in the bowels 
of Mizzou arena and lamented over 
his team’s inability to pass the ball, 
a trait that resulted in a season-low 
60 points and Kentucky’s first loss 
to Missouri in program history.

“I don’t have the answer right 
now,” he said. “We’ve got to create 
shots for each other.”

Saturday night inside rupp 
arena, an upbeat Calipari emerged 
from the Kentucky locker room 
after the Wildcats handed Missouri 
it’s most lopsided loss of the season, 
87-66. Seventeen buckets were cre-
ated by assists, their highest mark 
in conference play.

Kentucky outshot, outrebounded 
and outworked Missouri in nearly 
every measurable facet of the game. 
and unmeasurable.

“From a toughness standpoint, 
they set a tone,” Missouri coach 
Cuonzo Martin said, “and we could 
never match the toughness level.”

The Wildcats’ Jarred Vanderbilt 
was toughness personified. He 
notched 15 rebounds — three of 
which were offensive — and led 
Kentucky to a 36-32 rebound advan-
tage. The freshman, who joined the 
team halfway through the season, 
scored 11 points Saturday night.

Freshman PJ Washington added 
12 points and five rebounds, and 
earned commendations from both 
Martin and Calipari.

“That was the biggest key,” Mar-
tin said. “They give opportunities, 
keep the ball moving. Both those 
guys attack that glass very aggres-
sively.”

during one possession late in the 
second half, Vanderbilt caught up to 
Missouri guard Kassius robertson 
and swatted a layup attempt against 

JAMES CRISP/The Associated Press

Missouri coach Cuonzo Martin watches his team during the second half of Saturday’s game against Kentucky in Lexington, Ky.
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